SYNOPSIS A chemical method for the sterilization of pancreatin and trypsin is given. Evidence is presented to show that this treatment does not diminish the specific activity of the enzymes and has some advantages in microbiological techniques.
Beta-propiolactone (BPL) is of value as a sterilizing agent because it causes negligible alteration to the antigenic structure of microorganisms (Sever, Castellano, Pelon, Huebner, and Wolman, 1964) , and, since it is rapidly hydrolysed to beta-hydroxypropionic and beta-chloropionic acids, needs no subsequent removal (Peck, 1960 (Rawlins, 1955) were prepared in 50 ml amounts. (Harrison, 1943) . Serial twofold dilutions of treated and untreated enzymes were made in normal saline. One drop ofeach dilution was placed onto a section of exposed photographic film, which was incubated at 37°C for 15 minutes in a humidified chamber. The film was flooded with cold water and enzyme activity was shown by a clearly punched hole in the emulsion. The results are shown in Table I . In numerous trials no differences were detected. (Roe and Salaman, 1958; Dickens and Jones, 1961 
